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Protection of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church 
Annual Meeting 2022 - Agenda 

I. Opening Prayer 

II. Credentials Report 

III. Revise/Accept 2021 meeting minutes 

IV. Reports 
A. Rector 
B. President 
C. Treasurer 
D. Organizations and Committees 

V. Elections 
A. Parish Council 
B. Reviewers 
C. All-American Council lay delegate 

VI. Budget Approval 

VII. Old Business 

VIII. New Business 

IX. Adjournment 

X. Closing Prayer  
 



Protection of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church   

8600 Grand Blvd., Merrillville, IN 46410 

Annual Meeting Minutes – February 14, 2021 

 

Opening Prayer at 1135am directly after Divine Liturgy in the Nave. 

Quorum was established with 17 signed members and 12 mail in ballots. 

Reports stand as submitted and audited by Sergei Ely, Nick Korzow and Adam Erpelding. 

2020 Annual Meeting Minutes were accepted as stated.  Linda Svirha made motion to accept 

and Adam Erpelding 2nd.  All accepted. 

Elections: 

• Parish Council -  

o Adam Erpelding to serve as Secretary 

o Council suggested that Starlene Eaten to be moved to member at large, as per 

by-laws, only one alternate needed 

o Janice Barancyk made motion to accept parish council as nominated, Helen 

Campbell 2nd motion.  All in favor except for Nick Rozdelsky.  

• Reviewers/Auditors 

o Adam Erpelding is out  

o Sherry Mizimakoski is in 

o Nick Korzow to remain 

o Valerie McMullen to join 

o All approved 

• Lay Delegate 

o Fr. Jacob nominated Mike Gruzcyk, Claudia 2nd motion and all approved 

 

Budget Approval – Fr. Jacob noted that Deacon Gregory departed in 2020 and left a portion of 

his estate to the church.  This is the $21,000 bequest noted as income.  Janice Barancyk moved 

to accept and Lara Richards 2nd the motion, all approved. 

Adjournment and closing prayer by Fr. Jacob at 11:51am. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Elizabeth Pedersen 

 



Rector’s Report 

January 2022 
 

Dear Faithful, 

 We have endured another year dictated in many ways by the pandemic. Covid 

continues to threaten us. Besides the actual disease, which has taken many of our loved 

ones, the ongoing political strife over how to “handle” the disease is itself a crisis cutting 

to the heart of our society. And yet, even in the midst of the ongoing chaos in the world, 

our prayer this time last year for “a more joyful 2021” was surely answered. Our parish 

is thriving. Services are essentially back to normal. For most of this year, we have been 

able to enjoy fellowship together at coffee hour, Faith Enrichment, and our annual 

celebrations at Pascha, the anniversary dinner, and the Christmas Yolka. We have 

welcomed new families to our membership, and we continue to add beautiful new 

iconography to our Nave. Most importantly, we have continued to love each other and 

have not allowed the divisions and bitterness in the world to infect our communion with 

one another in Christ. 

 Of course, not everything is back to normal. And here I want to make plain to 

everyone something that I have seen happen to this parish over the last two years of the 

pandemic. Perhaps you have noticed the same things.  The first is a dramatic change in 

our membership. Not everyone has come back to Church. Many that we used to see 

regularly have slipped away. Please pray for them. It is a fearful thing to be adrift in the 

world, especially in these times. Meanwhile, several new families have joined us in the 

last two years and become integral to our community. They are attending weekday 

services, Bible Study and Faith Enrichment; they are also teaching Sunday School and 

running our bookstore. If you have not done so yet, please make a point of getting to 

know the new faces around you.  

 Another change I have seen is an increase in commitment among those who are 

here. This is manifest in a few different, measurable ways. For example, even though 

our average Sunday attendance has still not recovered to what it was before the 

pandemic, the number of those who receive communion each Sunday is higher. Also, I 

am hearing more confessions than before, especially outside of Great Lent. And our 

treasurer recently remarked to me that the number of stewards (those who give to the 

Church on a regular basis and are assigned a numbered box of envelopes for their 

giving) has declined in each of the last two years, but in both those years we also saw a 

marked increase in total giving. 



In essence, the pandemic has made us a smaller but more active and committed 

community. And this is not only because our new members tend to be more engaged. I 

have seen many of you return to Church after the shut-down with a renewed sense of 

the importance of your faith. The pandemic has done and continues to do what all true 

crises do: It is testing us, revealing the hidden things of our hearts. Who are we really? 

What do we want for ourselves? Where do we belong? I do not mean to suggest that 

those of us who remain are better people than those whom we have not seen in a 

while. Speaking for myself, the onset of the pandemic brought out the worst in me. And, 

in doing so, it renewed my awareness of my need for God and for the life of His Church. 

I expect I am not the only one who has felt this way at some point over the past two 

years. We are not here because we are holy. We are here because we know we are not 

holy, but we want to be. 

None of us becomes holy on our own. We require the communion of our 

brothers and sisters encouraging one another and collaborating with various gifts 

toward our common goal. With this in mind, I look forward this year to restoring some 

opportunities for fellowship lost in the pandemic and establishing new ones. We need 

to put coffee hour back onto a reliable rotation. We are also looking to restart both the 

Ladies’ Sodality and the women’s book group this year, perhaps after Pascha. I have a 

few gentlemen interested in starting a men’s group, and I am anxious to see what 

comes of that. The parish council has already approved in principle holding a summer 

picnic (details forthcoming), and the Church School is planning some new outings for the 

year. 

Finally, I want to thank all of you for your ongoing commitment to Christ and to 

this parish of His Church in particular. For your prayers for me, my family, and this 

church, thank you. Thank you to our parish council, to our Church School teachers, to 

our choir directors, to those who head the various ministries and committees of this 

parish (who are named throughout these reports). God bless you, and grant you many, 

many years! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Fr Jacob Van Sickle 







Protection of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church
Income and Expense Statement

Year End 2021

Year to Date Annual Budget

YTD Budget 

Difference
INCOME

CONTRIBUTION INCOME

UNRESTRICTED

Contribution Income

Stewardship-Weekly $160,364.44 147,435.00 -12,929.44
Investment Gift 7,537.25 0.00 -7,537.25
Bequest 21,009.00 21,000.00 -9.00

Subtotal Contribution Income 188,910.69 168,435.00 -20,475.69
Other Income

Anniversary Dinner 952.00 0.00 -952.00
Bake Sale 4,849.00 3,500.00 -1,349.00
Candles & Vigils 4,886.00 5,000.00 114.00
Hall Proceeds 11,218.00 6,000.00 -5,218.00
Golf Outing 9,600.00 10,000.00 400.00
Flowers 560.00 300.00 -260.00
Scrip Program Donation 1,000.00 400.00 -600.00
Bookstore Income 1,879.00 600.00 -1,279.00
PTC/Pop Machine -25.95 0.00 25.95
Amazon Smile 107.42 0.00 -107.42

Subtotal Other Income 35,025.47 25,800.00 -9,225.47
Subtotal Unrestricted 223,936.16 194,235.00 -29,701.16
DONOR RESTRICTED

Temporarily Restricted

Icon Fund Income 25,100.00 0.00 -25,100.00

Father's Wish List 825.00 0.00 -825.00

Building Projects Income 11,349.50 0.00 -11,349.50
Subtotal Temporarily Restricted 37,274.50 0.00 -37,274.50

Subtotal Donor Restricted 37,274.50 0.00 -37,274.50
Subtotal Contribution Income 261,210.66 194,235.00 -66,975.66

INTEREST INCOME

Banking Interest 5.77 0.00 -5.77
Investment Interest 2,651.44 0.00 -2,651.44
Investment Gain/Loss 2,358.71 0.00 -2,358.71

Subtotal Interest Income 5,015.92 0.00 -5,015.92

MISCELLANEOUS INCOME

Miscellaneous Income 0.00 0.00 0.00

Subtotal Miscellaneous Income 0.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL INCOME 266,226.58 194,235.00 -71,991.58

EXPENSES

FIXED EXPENSES

CLERGY EXPENSES

Salary 29,902.05 29,848.00 -54.05
Housing 28,323.00 28,323.00 0.00
Church Paid Pension 5,817.12 5,817.00 -0.12
Health Insurance 1,517.88 2,117.00 599.12
Supply Priest 275.00 450.00 175.00
Father's Travel Expenses 1,200.00 1,200.00 0.00
Life Insurance 598.80 600.00 1.20
Retirement Gift 10,570.08 10,000.00 -570.08

Subtotal Clergy Expenses 78,203.93 78,355.00 151.07
CHOIR DIRECTOR

Stipend 5,804.00 6,000.00 196.00
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE

Advertising and Promotion 0.00 500.00 500.00
Office Supplies 1,336.37 2,500.00 1,163.63
Postage 534.45 400.00 -134.45
Printing 1,407.88 2,000.00 592.12
Background Checks 0.00 500.00 500.00
Accountant 1,705.00 1,800.00 95.00
Bookstore Expenses 1,453.60 400.00 -1,053.60
Phones/Internet Service 2,254.06 2,100.00 -154.06
Teleconferencing 74.95 90.00 15.05
Computer Software 455.00 455.00 0.00

Subtotal Administrative Expense 9,221.31 10,745.00 1,523.69



Protection of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church
Income and Expense Statement

Year End 2021

Year to Date Annual Budget

YTD Budget 

Difference
INSURANCE

Church/Cemetery Insurance 9,481.00 8,000.00 -1,481.00
Subtotal Insurance 9,481.00 8,000.00 -1,481.00
UTILITIES

NIPSCO-gas/electric 17,043.53 16,000.00 -1,043.53
Septic: Beebe 2,100.00 2,100.00 0.00
Garbage: Star 1,790.63 1,700.00 -90.63
Well Maintenance-Sheehy 400.00 350.00 -50.00
Alarm System 1,402.40 770.00 -632.40
Pest Control 975.00 1,100.00 125.00

Subtotal Utilities 23,711.56 22,020.00 -1,691.56
BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Mechan. Concepts Contract 1,250.00 1,250.00 0.00
Janitorial Supplies 764.50 700.00 -64.50
Cleaning Service 6,260.00 6,640.00 380.00
Repairs/Maintenance 15,433.11 20,000.00 4,566.89
Merrillville Storm Water 502.20 486.00 -16.20

Subtotal Building Maintenance 24,209.81 29,076.00 4,866.19
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

Landscaping 376.68 0.00 -376.68
Lawn Service 2,175.00 2,200.00 25.00
Snow Removal 9,872.50 6,500.00 -3,372.50

Subtotal Grounds Maintenance 12,424.18 8,700.00 -3,724.18
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL

Supplies 0.00 300.00 300.00
Subtotal Youth Sunday School 0.00 300.00 300.00
RECREATION

Fellowship Meals 960.00 500.00 -460.00
MINISTRY EXPENSE

Candles and Vigils 2,489.96 3,000.00 510.04
Flowers/Gifts 799.90 1,000.00 200.10
Cannonical Visits 157.92 400.00 242.08
Liturgical Supplies 1,085.65 700.00 -385.65
Electronic Eqpt/Repairs 548.88 1,000.00 451.12
Books & Literature 0.00 100.00 100.00
Iconography 37,000.00 0.00 -37,000.00

Subtotal Ministry Expense 42,082.31 6,200.00 -35,882.31

Subtotal Fixed Expenses 206,098.10 169,896.00 -36,202.10

OTHER EXPENSES

Diocesan  Assessments

Assessments- monthly 19,376.94 21,139.00 1,762.06
Chicago Deanery - annual 0.00 100.00 100.00

PTVM Hall

Hall Manager Commission 2,804.50 1,500.00 -1,304.50
Hall Manager Auto Expense 1,100.00 1,200.00 100.00

Conventions & Seminars

Assembly Expenses 656.16 400.00 -256.16
Miscellaneous Expenses

Miscellaneous Expense 149.56 0.00 -149.56

Subtotal Other Expenses 24,087.16 24,339.00 251.84

TOTAL EXPENSES 230,185.26 194,235.00 -35,950.26

EXCESS INCOME\EXPENSES 36,041.32 0.00 36,041.32







SAINT MARY’S RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CEMETERY 

2021 report 
 

2021 was a good year in that we had no burials. Also, we have a new fence 

along Ridge Road. The bad part is that we had no income. We had a few 

donations, which helped, but we still ran a deficit. We need donations, so we 

don’t have to use money from the perpetual care fund. Please donate. This is 

your cemetery. We do not know how fortunate we are to have a cemetery, which 

is concentrated ground. We all should take pride in what we have. Also, if we 

could get volunteers to maintain the cemetery, it would help financially. 

William Romanchek 

 







2021 CHOIR REPORT 

 

Beginning Balance 1/1/21                 $1416.54 

 

Dormant Account Fee                                  5.00 

 

Balance                                                   $1411.54 

 

Deposit Funeral                                             50.00 

 

Balance                                                    $1461.54 

 

Ending Balance 12/31/21                     $1461.54 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Janice Barancyk 

Treasurer 



Elizabeth Wysocki









O CLUB  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2021 

 

THE O CLUB FOCUSED ON OUTREACH LAST YEAR.  WE PARTICIPATED TWICE IN FEED THE 

FLOCK.  WE ARE MAKING PLANS FOR THE UPCOMING TRIVIA NIGHT IN FEBRUARY.   

 

WE ARE IN CHARGE OF COFFEE HOUR.  ALL ARE WELCOME TO VOLUNTEER FOR A COFFEE 

HOUR.  SEE MARY ANN BERTRAM IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SIGNING UP.  IT WOULD BE MUCH 

APPRECIATED.   

 

WE MADE A BEREAVEMENT GIFT OF $2000 TO OUR DN NICHOLAS TO HELP WITH HIS WIFE’S 

FUNERAL EXPENSES.   

 

FOR CHRISTMAS, WE BOUGHT GIFTS FOR FAMILIES IN NEED THROUGH THE ROSS TOWNSHIP.   

AND WE DECORATED THE CHURCH. 

   

OUR MEMBERSHIP GREW WITH THE ADDITION OF MIKE GRUSZYK AND ROY CAMPBELL  

 

MOVING INTO 2022, WE ARE GOING TO CONTINUE WITH OUR OUTREACH EFFORTS.  PLEASE 

CONSIDER JOINING US.  MEETINGS ARE HELD THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH AND ARE 

OPEN TO EVERYONE  

 

I WISH TO THANK ALL O CLUB MEMBERS AND PARISHIONERS FOR THEIR HELP THIS PAST YEAR.  

TOGETHER WE CAN BE BETTER! 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED  

JANICE BARANCYK 

PRESIDENT 

 













 

 

 
 
 
 
February 13, 2022 
 
 
Glory to God! 
 
 
We, the Review Committee, have reviewed the Treasurer’s Report from the following 
PTVM organizations:  The General Operating Fund, Golf Outing, St. Clement, 
Rozdelsky Fund, Building Fund, Cemetery Fund, Script, Hall, Choir, and St. Mary’s 
Sodality.   
 
Mike Gruszyk, PTVM’s treasurer, was available to answer the few questions we had 
regarding these report.  We are pleased to announce that there are no discrepancies in 
the reports.   
 
Thank you to each and every organization treasurer for your continued hard work.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nick Korzow 
 
 
 
Rich Svihra 
 
 
 
Sherry Mizimakoski 



GENERAL FUND 2022 Budget

INCOME
CONTRIBUTION INCOME

Stewardship 162,818.00
Bookstore Donation 750.00
  Subtotal Contribution Income 163,568.00

Bake Sale 5,000.00
Candles & Vigils 6,000.00
Hall Proceeds 2,000.00
Golf Outing 10,000.00
Flowers 400.00
Scrip Program Donation 1,000.00
Bookstore Income 1,750.00

    Subtotal Other Income 26,150.00

TOTAL INCOME 189,718.00

EXPENSES
FIXED EXPENSES

CLERGY EXPENSES
Salary 32,503.00
Housing 29,100.00
Church Paid Pension 6,160.00
Health Insurance 1,680.00
Supply Priest 860.00
Auto Expenses 1,200.00
Life Insurance 600.00

Subtotal Clergy Expenses 72,103.00

CHOIR DIRECTOR
Stipend 6,000.00

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
Advertising and Promotion 240.00
Office Supplies 1,500.00
Postage 550.00
Printing 1,500.00
Background Checks 200.00
Bookstore Expenses 1,500.00
Accountant 1,705.00
Church Phones 2,250.00
Computer Software 455.00
  Subtotal Administrative Expenses 9,900.00

INSURANCE
Church/Cemetery Insurance 9,800.00

Protection of the Virgin Mary Orthodox Church
2022  Operational Budget

OTHER INCOME



2022 Budget

NIPSCO 18,000.00
Septic: Beebe 2,100.00
Garbage: Star 1,800.00
Well-Maintenance: Sheehy 400.00
Alarm System 800.00
Pest Control 1,100.00
  Subtotal Utilities 24,200.00

Mechan. Concepts Contract 1,300.00
Janitorial Supplies 800.00
Cleaning Service 6,740.00
Repairs/Maintenance 17,500.00
Merrillville Storm Water 525.00
 Subtotal Building Maintenance 26,865.00

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
Lawn Service 2,200.00
Snow Removal 6,500.00
 Subtotal Grounds Maintenance 8,700.00

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Supplies and Activities 1,000.00

RECREATION
Fellowship Meals 500.00

MINISTRY EXPENSE
Candles and Vigils 2,500.00
Flowers/Gifts 1,000.00
Cannonical Visits 300.00
Books & Literature 100.00
Liturgical Supplies 700.00
 Subtotal Ministry Expense 4,600.00

Subtotal Fixed Expenses 163,668.00

OTHER EXPENSES
DIOCESAN ASSESSMENTS

Assessments- Monthly 23,450.00
Chicago Deanery - Annual 100.00
Subtotal Diocesan  Assessments 23,550.00

CONVENTIONS & SEMINARS
Assembly Expenses 2,500.00

Subtotal Other Expenses 26,050.00

TOTAL EXPENSES 189,718.00

UTILITIES

BUILDING MAINTENANCE



 

 

  2021 Officeholder 2022 Nominee Years of eligibility 
left after 2022 

President Melody Rozdelsky Melody Rozdelsky 0 

Vice President Elizabeth Pedersen Elizabeth Pedersen 3 

Treasurer Mike Gruszyk Mike Gruszyk 0 

Secretary Adam Erpelding Elizabeth Wysocki 4 

At Large (7) Juli Grankoski Sherry Mizimakoski 5 

  Starlene Eaton Lesley Erpelding 5 

  Olga Martin Olga Martin 1 

  Mira Lukas Paul Campbell 5 

  Lara Richards Lara Richards 3 

  Nada Buczek Nada Buczek 1 

Alternate Elizabeth Wysocki Mira Lukas no limit 

Reviewers (3) Sherry Mizimakoski Adam Erpelding 3 

  Nick Korzow Nick Korzow 0 

  Richard Svihra Richard Svihra 2 

 


