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Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt

Our venerable mother Mary of Egypt was a desert ascetic who
repented of a life of prostitution. She lived during the sixth century and
passed away in a remarkable manner in 522. She began her life as a
young woman who followed the passions of the body, running away from
her parents at age twelve for Alexandria. There she lived as a harlot for
seventeen years, refusing money from the men that she copulated with,
instead living by begging and spinning flax.

One day, however, she met a group of young men heading toward
the sea to sail to Jerusalem for the veneration of the Holy Cross. Mary
went along for the ride, seducing the men as they traveled for the fun of it.
But when the group reached Jerusalem and actually went towards the
church, Mary was prohibited from entering by an unseen force. After



three such attempts, she remained outside on the church patio, where she
looked up and saw an icon of the Theotokos. She began to weep and
prayed with all her might that the Theotokos might allow her to see the
True Cross; afterwards, she promised, she would renounce her worldly
desires and go wherever the Theotokos may lead her.

After this heart-felt conversion at the doors of the church, she fled
into the desert to live as an ascetic. She survived for years on only three
loaves of bread and thereafter on scarce herbs of the land. For another
seventeen years, Mary was tormented by "wild beasts—mad desires and
passions.”" After these years of temptation, however, she overcame the
passions and was led by the Theotokos in all things.

Following 47 years in solitude, she met the priest St. Zosima in the
desert, who pleaded with her to tell him of her life. She recounted her
story with great humility while also demonstrating her gift of
clairvoyance; she knew who Zosima was and his life story despite never
having met him before. Finally, she asked Zosima to meet her again the
following year at sunset on Holy Thursday by the banks of the Jordan.

Zosima did exactly this, though he began to doubt his experience as
the sun began to go that night. Then Mary appeared on the opposite side
of the Jordan; crossing herself, she miraculously walked across the water
and met Zosima. When he attempted to bow, she rebuked him, saying that
as a priest he was far superior, and furthermore, he was holding the Holy
Mysteries. Mary then received communion and walked back across the
Jordan after giving Zosima instructions about his monastery and that he
should return to where they first met exactly a year later. When he did so,
he found Mary's body with a message written on the sand asking him for
burial and revealing that she had died immediately after receiving the
Holy Mysteries the year before (and thus had been miraculously
transported to the spot where she now lay). So Zosima, amazed, began to
dig, but soon tired; then a lion approached and began to help him, that is,
after Zosima had recovered from his fear of the creature. Thus St. Mary of
Egypt was buried. Zosima returned to the monastery, told all he had seen,
and improved the faults of the monks and abbot there. He died at almost a
hundred years old in the same monastery.



HYMNS OF THE DAY

Tone 1 - Resurrectional Troparion

When the stone had been sealed by the Jews,

while the soldiers were guarding Your most pure body,

You rose on the third day, O Savior,

granting life to the world.

The powers of heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life:
“Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ!

Glory to Your Kingdom!//

Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!”

Tone 4 - Patronal Troparion

Today the faithful celebrate the feast with joy,

illumined by your coming, O Mother of God.

Beholding your pure image we fervently cry to you:
Encompass us beneath the precious veil of your protection.
Deliver us from every form of evil

by entreating Christ, your Son and our God//

that He may save our souls.

Tone 8 - Troparion for St. Mary of Egypt

The image of God was truly preserved in you, O Mother,

for you took up the Cross and followed Christ.

By so doing, you taught us to disregard the flesh for it passes away;
but to care instead for the soul, for it is immortal.//

Therefore your spirit, O holy Mother Mary, rejoices with the angels.

Tone 1 - Resurrectional Kontakion

As God, You rose from the tomb in glory,

raising the world with Yourself.

Human nature praises You as God, for death has vanished.
Adam exults, O Master!

Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage and cries to You://
“You are the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!”



Tone 3 - Kontakion for St. Mary of Egypt

Having been a sinful woman,

you became through repentance a bride of Christ.

Having attained angelic life,

you defeated demons with the weapon of the Cross.//
Therefore, O most glorious Mary, you are a bride of the Kingdom.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

Tone 1 - Sunday Prokeimenon (Psalm 32)

Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us / as we have set our hope on You!

Tone 4 - Prokeimenon for St. Mary (Psalm 67)

God is wonderful in His saints, / the God of Israel!

Epistle: Hebrews 9.11-14 (Sunday)

Brethren: Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come,
with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that
is, not of this creation. Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His
own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained
eternal redemption. For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a
heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, how
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?

Galatians 3.23-29 (St. Mary of Egypt)

Brethren: Before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law,
kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. Therefore, the law
was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. But
after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. For you are all sons
of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one
in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and
heirs according to the promise.



Gospel: Mark 10.32-45 (Sunday)

At that time, they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus
was going before them; and they were amazed. And as they followed, they
were afraid. Then He took the twelve aside again and began to tell them
the things that would happen to Him: “Behold, we are going up to
Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and to
the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the
Gentiles; and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and
kill Him. And the third day He will rise again.”

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying,
“Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.”

And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?”

They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand
and the other on Your left, in Your glory.”

But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask. Are you able
to drink the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that [ am
baptized with?”

They said to Him, “We are able.”

So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup that I drink,
and with the baptism [ am baptized with you will be baptized; but to sit
on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those for
whom it is prepared.”

And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with
James and John. But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, “You
know that those who are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not
be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall
be your servant. And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of
all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give His life a ransom for many.”



Luke 7.36-50 (St. Mary of Egypt)

At that time, one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him. And
He went to the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. And behold, a
woman in the city, who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the
table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil,
and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed
His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil.

Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to
himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and
what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.”

And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, | have something to
say to you.”

So he said, “Teacher, say it.”

“There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing with
which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of
them will love him more?”

Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave
more.”

And He said to him, “You have rightly judged.”

Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this
woman? [ entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she
has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her
head. You gave Me no Kkiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet
since the time I came in. You did not anoint My head with oil, but this
woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. Therefore, I say to you, her
sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little
is forgiven, the same loves little.”

Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves,
“Who is this who even forgives sins?”

Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.”
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*If you know someone who needs prayer, please give their name to Fr Jacob

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bishop Paul has given a blessing for Lenten Confessions to be heard
during this time over phone or video. However, any who are
uncomfortable or unable to confess in this way may postpone their
confession until we can come together again for the Divine Liturgy. Only
in an emergency (for example, imminent death) am [ permitted to visit
someone for confession and communion for the time being. If you would
like to make a confession, please make an appointment with Fr Jacob.



We have put together a parish email list for communicating important
information during this time of isolation. If you are not receiving emails,
please send your email address to ptvmchurch@gmail.com to be added.

For Bible Study tomorrow, please read Galatians chapter 2. If anyone else
would like to join us Monday nights at 7pm via Zoom, please let me know.

A parents’ group will meet virtually beginning this week on Thursday
nights @ 9pm. If interested in joining, email ptvmchurch@gmail.com

Parishioners are asked to continue their stewardship either by mail or
online through the “donate” button on our website: www.ptvm.com

If anyone in our community is suffering hardship, please reach out to Fr
Jacob. The parish council is establishing a benevolence fund to help those
in need during this crisis.

Our Spring Fashion Show has been postponed to Friday, May 29. Doors
will open at 5pm. Dinner is at 6pm.

The women’s book group is reading The First Fruits of Prayer: A Forty-
Day Journal through the Canon of St. Andrew, by Frederica Mathewes-
Green. Discussion will be over Zoom on Friday, April 10 (Western Good
Friday) at 11am.

Mark your calendars:
Apr 6: Stay-at-home Bible Study @ 7pm
Apr 8: Lenten Compline (Livestreamed) @ 6pm
Apr 10: Women's book group discussion @ 11am
Last week’s offerings to the Lord: $4,624.50

Glory to God for all things!



